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SUBJECT: LESOTHO VIEWS ON SOUTH AFRICA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OCTOBER 27 COMMUNICATION FROM 
LESOTHO PRIME MINISTER JONATHAN TO PRESIDENT OF SECURITY 
COUNCIL, DISTRIBUTED AS SC DOCUMENT AT REQUEST OF LESOTHO 
PERM REP. PRESUMABLY, THIS WILL BE AMONG DOCUMENTS 
WHICH WILL LEAD TO SC DEBATE ON APARTHEID, FOLLOWING 
COMPLETION OF ITEM'S DISCUSSION IN PLENARY. 

QUOTE LETTER DATED 27 OCTOBER 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF LESOTHO TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

I HAVE THE HONOUR, UPON INSTRUCTION OF MY PRIME MINISTER, 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHIEF LEABUA JONATHAN, TO TRANSMIT 
TO YOU AND THROUGH YOU TO MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
THIS COMMUNICATION: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUNN 04900 020244Z 
"EXCELLENCY: 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


"I AM WRITING TO YOU ABOUT THE WORSENING SITUATION IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. THE TRAGIC EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY OVER THE LAST 
FOUR MONTHS RESULTING IN THE LOSS OF LIVES OF HUNDREDS 
OF AFRICANS AND INJURIES TO THOUSANDS IS YET ANOTHER 
INDICATION THAT THE SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA CONSTITUTES 
A DIRECT THREAT TO THE STABILITY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND TO 
WORLD PEACE. 

"EVER SINCE THE POLICE OF SOUTH AFRICA DISRUPTED THE PEACE- 
FUL DEMONSTRATION OF SOWETO SCHOOL CHILDREN LAST JUNE, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA HAS BECOME EVEN MORE REPRESSIVE IN 
RESPONSE TO THE JUST AND LEGITIMATE PROTESTS OF THE MAJORITY 
OF THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE EVIL SYSTEM OF APARTHEID. THAT 
THE AFRICAN PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA ARE CONTINUING TO DEMON 
STRATE FOR JUSTICE IS PROOF OF THEIR DETERMINATION AND THE 
LEGITIMACY OF THEIR DEMANDS. 

"THE TOLL OF THE DEAD IS INCREASING VIRUTALLY WEEKLY. 

THE LIST OF THE DEAD AND INJURED INCREASES WITH EVERY DEMON- 
STRATION FOR BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS. AMONGST ALL CIVILIZED PEOPLES, 
FUNERALS ARE TREATED AS SOLEMN OCCASIONS FOR PAYING RESPECT 
TO THE DEAD. OVER THE LAST TWO WEEKS, AGENTS OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAVE DESECRATED FUNERALS OF AFRICANS KILLED 
IN DEMONSTRATIONS BY HARASSING MOURNERS AND EVEN INFLICTING 
FURTHER LOSS OF LIFE. 

"MY GOVERNMENT HAS WATCHED THIS SITUATION WITH INCREASING 
AND GRAVE CONCERN. NOW, MORE THAN EVER, IT BEHOOVES THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO TAKE IMMEDIATE AND POSITIVE 
ACTION TO AVERT THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE POLICY OF 
APARTHEID PURSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

"WHILST MY GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THAT THERE ARE SOME 
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS THAT MIGHT ARISE FROM THE GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE ON ZIMBABWE, IT SEEMS EQUALLY CLEAR TO US THAT THE 
QUESTION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA CANNOT BE ADEQUATELY DEALT WITH 
PIECEMEAL BUT RATHER IN THEIR REGIONAL CONTEXT. 

"THE EUPHORIA IN SOUTH AFRICA OVER THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THAT COUNTRY IN THE PREPARATIONS OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO CLOUD THE ATROCITIES THAT THE 
AGENTS OF PRETORIA ARE DAILY COMMITTING AGAINST THE MAJORITY 
OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

"IN THE RECENT INCIDENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA, CITIZENS OF MY 
COUNTRY HAVE SUFFERED INJURIES AND SOME HAVE SUFFERED 
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LOSS OF LIFE. IN HIS STATEMENT AT THE UNITED NATIONS ON 
13 OCTOBER, MY FOREIGN MINISTER INDICATED CLEARLY THE 
SCOPE AND DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEMS THAT MY GOVERNMENT IS 
FACED WITH AS A RESULT OF THE ACTIONS OF THE AGENTS OF THE 
APARTHEID ADMINISTRATION IN PRETORIA. 

"SINCE MY FOREIGN MINISTER MADE KNOWN DETAILS OF THE 
PROBLEMS WE HAVE HAD, MY COUNTRY IS NOW ADDITIONALLY FACED 
WITH NEW PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE INSTABILITY THAT HAS BEEN 
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CREATED ON THE BORDERS OF LESOTHO. THE AREA IS SEETHING 
WITH DISCONTENT FROM THE INHABITANTS OF THE TRANS KEI 
WHO MOVE FROM ONE SO-CALLED BANTUSTAN TO ANOTHER AS AN EX- 
PRESSION OF THEIR DISSATISFACTION WITH POLITICAL ARRANGEMENTS 
OF THE NOW STYLED REPUBLIC OF TRANSKIE'. CONDITIONS 
OF THIS NATURE ARE BOUND TO AFFECT THE PREVAILING PEACE AND 
STABLE ECONOMY OF MY COUNTRY. 

"IN THIS SITUATION, I MUST MAKE A SPECIAL AND STRONG 
APPEAL FOR SUPPORT FOR THE AFRICAN PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA 
IN THEIR STRUGGLE FOR BASIC RIGHTS AND FOR MY OWN COUNTRY WHICH 
HAS BECOME PART AND PARCEL OF THAT STRUGGLE. THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY HAS A CLEAR AND INESCAPABLE OBLIGATION TO TAKE 
ACTION TO FREE SOUTH AFRICA FROM THE EVILS OF RACISM AND 
THE SCOURGE OF WAR. SOUTH AFRICA HAS TO AND MUST BE SAVED 
FROM WHOLESALE MASSACRE OF INNOCENT, PEACEFUL AND UNARMED 
CHILDREN BY THE BLOODY AND MURDEROUS POLICY OF PRETORIS. 

THIS COLD-BLOODED AND CALLOUS MURDER WHICH HAS ALREADY CLAIMED 
HUNDREDS OF LIVES OF BOTH OLD AND YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN AND 
MAIMED THOUSANDS IS ANOTHER CRIMINAL INSTANCE OF CALCULATED 
GENOCIDE. IT SHOULD PRICK INTERNATIONAL CONSCIENCE TO ACTION. 

THE TIME FOR CARRYING OUT THAT OBLIGATION IS NOW BEFORE 
A RACIAL HOLOCAUST ERUPTS. 

"LEABUA JONATHAN 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
KINGDOM OF LESOTHO" 

I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD KINDLY CIRCULATE THIS 
LETTER AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) MOOKI V. MOLAPO 
AMBASSADOR 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE UNQUOTE 

BENNETT 
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